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There are several forms of democracy, some of which provide better representation and
more freedoms for their citizens than others. However, if any form of democracy is not carefully

legislated to avoid an uneven distribution of political power with checks and balances for the

separation of powers, then a particular branch of the system of rule is able to accumulate power in

a way that is harmful to democracy itself. The "majority rule” is often described as a characteristic
feature of democracy, but without rcsponsibl:;:wem_mcnt, it is possible for the rights of a
minority may be abused by the "tyranny of the majority". An essential process in representative
democracies are competitive elections that are fair both substantively and procedurally.
Furthermore, freedom of political expression, frecdom of speech and freedom of the press are

essential so that citizens are informed and able to vote in their personal as well as national

interest, (20 Marks)
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