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'f": How Important are Dates?
=

 Earlier, history was synonymous with dates.
- Previously, history was just about battles and big events such as:

= The year a king was crowned.

UFF HISTORY GLASS

= The year he was married and had a child.
= The year he fought a particular war or battle.
* The year he died.

= The year the next ruler succeeded to the throne.
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How Important are Dates?

« History is about finding out how things were in the past and
how things have changed.

« Now, historians look more towards why and how things

happen and not on when things happened.




E": Which dates?
=

- Dates become important in history only when connected to

key events or themes.

« British historians fo 1 on Governor-Generals and
Viceroys, so their histories only highlighted British actions

and achievements.

- Whenwec je our focus to Indian perspectives, a new set

of dates and events become significant, and we need a new

way of writing history.
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- Wedivide history into different periods to focus on its central features.
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- So the way we divide it becomes really important. P 0 ,
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« In 1817, James Mill, a Scottish economist and political philosopher,

~

in his book ‘A History of British India’ divided Indian history into
three periods:

= Hindu ]_

- According to Mill, all Asian societies were at a lower level of

civilisation than Europe.



g Another Classification of Indian history

« Historians have usually divided Indian history into ‘ancient’,

M

This division too has its

‘medieval’ and ‘modern’.
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problems !!

- Because this periodisation is borrowed from the West where the

modern period was associated with the growth of all the forces of
S

modernity - science, reason, democracy, liberty and equality.
e — — —— —— — —




Another Class

- Many historians refers British rule period as ‘colonial’ because in
this rule:

= People did not have equality, freedom or liberty.

-

= No economic growth and progress took place. |
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What is colonial?

4 Aed?

« Colonialism = when one country conquer another.

 British came to conquer and control :

= Defeated local rulers. /

= Took control of economy and society.
— N ——

= Collected taxes to fund their own rule.




Impact of Brit

- British rule changed:
- Economy - Indians forced to grow export crops.
e ;—J

- Society — customs and values altered.

 Culture = British tastes and systems imposed.

Such wide-reaching changes defin¢ colonial rule.




How do We Know?
=] [

“Sources of Modern Indian History”
ya Mocleyn ‘Hi%‘}bﬂaﬁ

« To study the last 250 years, historians use:

@ Official British records ./ @guﬂv
@ Unofficial personal accounts ./ /

= Together, they give a fuller picture of hlstory
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- British documented everything:
= Instructions, plans, investigations, agreements.

= They believed writing was important fo

= Builtrecord rooms




'l}: Importance of Surveys
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British wanted to know the land to control it.

Conducted w

= Mapping, soil quality, local flora/fauna. \

= Revenue surveys in villages.

Pusway

From 1800s, regular Census every 10 years: % (A)ue C* D ’

» Recorded Ec&te, reiig):n, occu_g_a’tion, etc. ( k“ﬂ M‘&l '\S) \
Other surveys: , ﬂn% j"\ts J

= Botanical, zoological, forest, archaeological, anthropological.
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AN hat O1ficial Records Don’t Rey

« These records show only the official viewpoint.

TN N
- Do not explain:

= What people thought 7

= How events affected common lives ?
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= Cannot reflect emotions, resistance, local chc:mges.7 N " ’/// A
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Unofficial Records & Their Limits

- Tounderstand people’s experiences, historians use:
;—N

= Diaries, travel accounts, autobiographies.
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* Local newspapers, poems, reformist writings. L Q&u S
N— — — —
- Butthese too have limitations:
= Made only by the literate few.
\_./

= Leave out tribals, peasants, workers, the urban poor.
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« History mustinclude voices from all seetions of society.
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