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Amongst my few friends at the high school | had, at different times, two who might be
called intimate. One of these friendships did not last long, though I never forsook my
friend. He forsook me, because | made friends with the other. This latter friendship I
regard as a tragedy in my life. It lasted long. | formed it in spirit of a reformer. This
companion was originally my elder brother's friend. They were classmates. | knew his
weaknesses, but | regarded him as a faithful friend. My mother, my eldest brother, and
my wife warned me that |1 was in bad company. | was too proud to heed my wife's
warning. But | dared not go against the opinion of my mother and my eldest brother.
Nevertheless I pleaded with them saying, 'l know he has the weaknesses you attribute to
him, but you do not know his virtues. He cannot lead me astray, as my association with
him is meant to reform him. For | am sure that if he reforms his ways, he will be a
splendid man. | beg you not to be anxious on my account.’ I do not think this satisfied
them, but they accepted my explanation and let me go my way. | have seen since that |
had calculated wrongly. A reformer cannot afford to have close intimacy with him
whom he seeks to reform. True friendship is an identity of souls rarely to be found in
this world. Only between like natures can friendship be altogether worthy and enduring.
Friends react on one another. Hence in friendship there is very little scope for reform. I
am of opinion that all exclusive intimacies are to be avoided; for man takes in vice far
more readily than virtue. And he who would be friends with God must remain alone, or
make the whole world his friend. I may be wrong, but my effort to cultivate an intimate
friendship proved a failure.
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