
CBSE Class 6 Political Science Notes Chapter 8: These notes are important for students
preparing for their CBSE Class 6 exams, especially in the subject of Political Science. These
notes simplify complex concepts, making them easier to understand and relate to real-world
situations.

By studying the Class 6 Political Science notes, students can develop a deeper understanding
of political systems, democracy, human rights, and international relations. This knowledge not
only helps in exam preparation but also empowers students to engage actively in their
communities and contribute positively to society. Ultimately, these notes provide a strong
foundation for future studies in political science and related fields, equipping students with the
skills and knowledge needed for informed citizenship.

CBSE Class 6 Political Science Notes Chapter 8 Rural
Livelihoods Overview
These notes for CBSE Class 6 Political Science Chapter 8 Rural Livelihoods have been
prepared by subject experts of Physics Wallah. The chapter provides an overview of how people
in rural areas earn their livelihoods, primarily focusing on agriculture as the main source of
income. The notes simplify complex ideas related to various rural occupations, including
farming, animal husbandry, and traditional crafts making it easier for students to grasp these
concepts.

By using these well-structured notes students can enhance their understanding of rural
livelihoods and their importance in the broader context of society and economy.

CBSE Class 6 Political Science Notes Chapter 8 Rural
Livelihoods PDF
You can access the CBSE Class 6 Political Science Notes for Chapter 8 Rural Livelihoods in
PDF format through the link provided below. Students can download the PDF to enhance their
learning experience and gain valuable insights into the importance of rural livelihoods in the
economy and society.
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Overview of Kalpattu Village

Kalpattu is a village located near the coast in Tamil Nadu, known for its diverse non-farm work.
Residents engage in various crafts, including making baskets, pots, bricks, and bullock carts.
The community also provides essential services through occupations like blacksmithing,
nursing, teaching and tailoring. The main street resembles a bustling bazaar with numerous
small shops, including tea stalls, grocery stores, and repair shops. Four tea shops are popular
for serving breakfast items like idli and dosa in the morning, as well as evening snacks such as
vadai and bonda.

Agriculture plays a important role in Kalpattu, with paddy being the primary crop cultivated in
irrigated lands. Families also grow coconut, cotton, sugarcane, and plantains, alongside mango
orchards in the area. While most families depend on farming for their livelihood, some engage in
additional work, such as washing clothes or seeking employment in nearby towns as
construction workers or lorry drivers.

However, many families, especially poorer ones, struggle to make ends meet. They spend time
collecting firewood, fetching water, and grazing cattle, but these activities do not generate
income. Nearly 40% of rural families work as agricultural laborers, with some owning small plots
of land, while others, like Thulasi, are landless. The lack of stable income forces many to
migrate in search of better job opportunities, often traveling long distances during specific times
of the year to find work.

On Being in Debt

Farmers often find themselves in a difficult situation where they need to borrow money to buy
essential items like seeds, fertilizers and pesticides. Many rely on moneylenders for these loans,
which can lead to a cycle of debt. If the seeds they purchase are of poor quality, or if pests
attack their crops, it can result in major crop failures. If the monsoon season does not bring
sufficient rainfall, farmers may struggle even more, leading to significant losses.

When farmers are unable to repay their loans, they often have no choice but to borrow more
money to survive. This can create a vicious cycle where the loan amount grows larger and
larger, making it nearly impossible for them to repay it, regardless of their earnings. This
situation has become a significant source of distress among farmers, contributing to a
heartbreaking trend of farmer suicides. The burden of debt not only affects their financial
stability but also has severe emotional and psychological impacts on their families and
communities.

Agricultural Labourers and Farmers in India

In Kalpattu village, the agricultural landscape is composed mainly of agricultural laborers, small
farmers, and a few big farmers. Across India, nearly 40% of rural families consist of agricultural
laborers who earn their livelihood by working on other people's fields, as they are often landless.
Some may own very small plots of land, but for small farmers, the land is barely enough to meet



their basic needs. In fact, around 80% of Indian farmers fall into this category, struggling to
sustain their families through limited agricultural output.

Conversely, only 20% of farmers in India are classified as big farmers. These individuals
typically cultivate a significant portion of the land in their villages and are able to sell a large part
of their produce in the market. Many big farmers have diversified their income by starting
additional businesses, such as shops, moneylending, trading, or even small factories.

In addition to farming, people in rural areas engage in various activities to supplement their
incomes. This includes collecting resources from forests, practicing animal husbandry, dairy
farming, and fishing. For instance, collecting Mahua, tendu leaves, and honey to sell to traders
can provide important additional income. Dairy farming, where families sell milk to cooperative
societies or transport it to nearby towns, is also a crucial source of livelihood for many. In coastal
areas, fishing plays a vital role, especially in villages where it is the main occupation,
contributing significantly to the local economy and the families’ sustenance.

Rural Livelihood

In rural areas, people primarily earn their living through various forms of work, which can be
categorized into farm and non-farm activities. Many individuals are engaged in farming, where
they participate in essential operations like preparing the land, sowing seeds, weeding, and
harvesting crops. The success of these farming activities heavily depends on nature and the
seasonal patterns of weather, meaning that life in rural areas often revolves around these
specific agricultural seasons.

During sowing and harvesting periods, rural communities are particularly busy, each region
cultivating different types of crops based on local conditions. Despite the diversity in crops and
practices, many rural residents face similar challenges, such as limited job opportunities and
economic instability. The ability of individuals and families to earn a living often hinges on the
land they cultivate. Many rely on these lands for labor, while most farmers grow crops not only
for their own consumption but also to sell in local markets or to traders from whom they have
borrowed money.

To make ends meet, families frequently borrow money, especially when work opportunities are
scarce. While some families may thrive due to large landholdings or successful business
ventures, the majority of small farmers, agricultural laborers, fishing families and artisans
struggle to find enough work year-round. This lack of consistent employment highlights the
vulnerability of rural livelihoods and the challenges faced by those living in these communities.

Important Questions for CBSE Class 6 Political Science
Notes Chapter 8 Rural Livelihoods
Here are the important questions and answers of Chapter 8 for Class 6 students:



Q.1. Would you say that a majority of the country’s farmers are quite poor? What do you
think can be done to change this situation?

Yes, many farmers in our country are quite poor. They often struggle to make enough money to
take care of their families. To help change this situation, we can provide farmers with better
seeds and tools, teach them new farming methods, and help them get fair prices for their crops.
Also, giving them access to loans without high interest rates can help them invest in their farms.

Q.2. Have you heard of the tsunami? What is this, and what damage do you think it might
have done to the life of fishing families?

Yes, a tsunami is a huge wave caused by underwater earthquakes or volcanic eruptions. It can
flood coastal areas and cause a lot of destruction. For fishing families, a tsunami can destroy
their homes, boats, and fishing gear. It can also make it hard for them to catch fish, which is
their main source of food and income.

Q.3. You have probably noticed that people in Kalpattu are engaged in a variety of
non-farm work. List five of these.

In Kalpattu, people do different kinds of non-farm work, including:

1. Making baskets
2. Repairing cycles
3. Teaching
4. Blacksmithing (making tools and utensils)
5. Running tea shops

Q.4. List the different types of people you read about in Kalpattu who depend on farming.
Who is the poorest among them, and why?

In Kalpattu, the different types of people who depend on farming include:

● Agricultural laborers (who work on others' farms)
● Small farmers (who have tiny plots of land)
● Big farmers (who have large farms)

The poorest among them are the agricultural laborers because they do not own any land. They
work on others farms and usually earn less money compared to small or big farmers who can
grow their own crops.

Q.5. Imagine you are a member of a fishing family, and you are discussing whether to
take a loan from the bank for an engine. What would you say?

As a member of a fishing family, I would say, "Taking a loan for an engine could help us catch
more fish and earn more money. However, we need to be careful about paying back the loan.
We should make sure that we can afford the monthly payments. If we believe the engine will



help us make enough money, it could be a good idea. Let's talk about our budget and see if we
can manage it".

Benefits of CBSE Class 6 Political Science Notes Chapter
8

● Structured Overview: Provides a clear and organized summary of key concepts related
to rural livelihoods.

● Simplified Information: Breaks down complex ideas into easier-to-understand
language, aiding comprehension.

● Key Themes Highlighted: Emphasizes important themes, such as the challenges faced
by rural communities and the significance of various livelihoods.

● Effective Exam Preparation: Helps students prepare for both objective and subjective
exam questions by reinforcing core material.

● Enhanced Retention: Supports better retention of information, making it easier to recall
during exams.

● Boosts Confidence: Increases students confidence by providing them with the
necessary knowledge to tackle exam questions effectively.


