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From Urban to Rural: The Harappan Decline ()
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How do we know about this?
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(%) Janpads and Mahajanpads
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Ancient Mahajanapadas' Capitals

\/For"l'ificaﬂons

/ Moats

/ Narrow Gateways




@ Governance

JANPADS w—— . SABHA / SAMIT| === Advised the raja
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MAHAJANPADAS

Monarchies Democracies
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/ Raja held full Sabha/Samiti

authority selects Raja



Janapadas
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Assembly/Council
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/Discussed matters

concerning the clan
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The information is based
on ancient texts
and limited evidence

Mahajanapadas
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Expansion of
Janapada principiles
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Republics
Monarchies (Ganas or Sanghas)

Raja = \/ Power rested
Ultimate with the

authority sabha or samiti

Hereditary rule \/ Decisions

(son succesds ~ through
father) discustronorvoting

Supported by \/ Raja selected by
ministers + the assembly

assembly ofelders (not hereditary)

Collected taxes, \/More democratic

ST A e in function
maintained law
and order
Vajji (Vrijji)
Examples: Malla
Magadha (Bihar)
Kosala (ipliar Pradesh)
Avanti (Maihya Pradeth)
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k/ : The advent of punch-

facilitating trade and

Technological The formation of new ¢conomic growth.
Shift kingdoms and empires

\/ T e through warfare and
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\Kother innovation was the first use of coins in
India, made necessary by growing trade.

The first Indian coins were made of silver, a soft

metal into which symbols could be ‘punched’;

they are called ‘punch-marked coins’.
.

Later, coins of copper, gold and other metals were

also made.

——

Generally, a mahdjanapada issued its own coins,
but coins from neighbouring regions were used as
well as exchanged in trade.
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The Varna- Jati System

Equality is an ideal that human societies have often aspired to,
very few, if any, have ever achieved it /

Vs
Two Fold System

Grouped by Occupation - like agriculture, commerce
\/\N

Grouped by Vedic texts - Brahmins, Kshatriyas,
arns Vaishyas, Shudras




It was flexible earlier, became rigid - especially under british rule

The Varna-Jati System -
Ancient Indian Society Explained!
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DEVELOPMENTS ELSEWHERE IN INDIA
A~~~ \

* Routes emerged in the 1st Millennium BCE for Trade, Piligrimage, military campaigns.
e ———

Connected NW to the Ganga Plains and eastem India

Two Major
" from Kaushambi (near Prayagraj) to south Indi
Dakshinapath i( yagraij) ia,

via Vindhya Range
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Many lateral roads also connected with other parts of India, especially the
important ports on the western and eastern coasts, which were vibrant

centres of trade

/

v




DEVELOPMENTS ELSEWHERE IN INDIA

 Resources in the South:

\/ Precious/ Semi-Precious stones, Gold, Spices.
/ Trade flourished within India and overseas with other Kingdoms/Empires.
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DEVELOPMENTS ELSEWHERE IN INDIA

By 300-200 BCE :
—_— N N Y

= Subcontinent was interconnected.
= Goods & Culture spread across regions and beyond India to Central and
Southeast Asia.

Aaha]anpadas faded, giving rise to new developments that reshaped India.
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