
CBSE Class 10 Social Science Civics Notes Chapter 3: You studied power sharing and
how it might be allocated to take into account regional and linguistic differences in Chapter 2.
You will learn how democracy handles societal divisions, injustices, and gaps in this chapter.
An illustration of a public display of class differences opens the chapter. You will then be
taught some general lessons on the several ways that social differences can manifest
themselves.

The discussion then shifts to how these social differences both influence and are affected by
democratic politics. All of these subjects have been covered in this section, which is a
summary of CBSE Notes Class 10 Political Science Chapter 3 Democracy and Diversity. A
brief overview of the chapter can be obtained by reading through these notes.

CBSE Class 10 Social Science Civics Notes Chapter 3

A Story from Mexico Olympics

Two African American competitors, Tommie Smith and John Carlos, raised a black-gloved
fist during the singing of the US national anthem during the 200-meter medal ceremony at
the 1968 Mexico City Olympics.

Gold and bronze medals were won by them, respectively. They attempted to bring racial
injustice in the US to the attention of the world with their gesture. Black Power was intended
to be symbolised by the raised fists and black gloves. The images below highlight a
significant turning point in American Civil Rights Movement history.

Differences, Similarities, Divisions

The tale from the Mexico City Olympics illustrates societal inequality and division. However,
there are many types of social divisions in society. Social divides have been brought about
by geographical, linguistic, and religious distinctions, as you have seen in the previous two
chapters.

Origins of Social Differences

The accident of birth is the primary cause of social differences. People around us, for
instance, are either male or female, tall or short, have various skin tones, or have varied
physical capacities or limitations.

However, some of the variations result from the decisions we make. As an illustration, some
people reject all religions and God. They are known as atheists. However, some people hold
a belief in God. Other options include deciding what to study, what career path to pursue,
and what games or cultural events to engage in.

Social differences bring highly diverse people together as well as dividing individuals with
comparable characteristics from one another. Individuals from disparate social groupings
transcend group borders by sharing traits and distinctions.



Overlapping and Cross-Cutting Differences

Social differences relate to a situation in which individuals face discrimination or one class or
group is given favor over another because of differences in their racial, social, or economic
standing. The two kinds of social distinctions are those that overlap and those that crosscut.

Overlapping differences occur when people begin to feel that they belong to distinct
communities and one type of social difference becomes more significant than the other.
Social collapse and division are the outcomes. For instance, Dalits in India experience this
kind of discrimination since they come from low-income families.

Social groupings that have similar interests in one area are likely to take opposing positions
on other issues if social inequalities intersect with one another. For instance, the Netherlands
and Northern Ireland were both primarily Christian nations, yet they were split between
Protestants and Catholics.

Politics of Social Divisions

Politics and social differences together are a tremendously volatile and deadly mix. Political
parties compete with one another in a democracy. They may turn social divisions into
political divisions and spark conflict, bloodshed, or even the breakup of a nation if they begin
to compete based on preexisting social divisions.

What can be the range of outcomes of politics of social divisions?

The distinction between the two main branches of Christianity in Northern Ireland. That is,
44% of Roman Catholics and 53% of Protestants entered the political sphere. Nationalist
parties stood in for the Catholics, urging the unification of Northern Ireland with the mostly
Catholic Republic of Ireland.

Unionists, who supported staying in the largely Protestant United Kingdom, spoke for the
Protestants. Subsequently, it adopted a severe form that ultimately claimed hundreds of
lives.

Conflicts over politics between rival ethnic and religious groups caused Yugoslavia to break
up into six sovereign nations. However, not all political manifestations of societal differences
result in such catastrophes. However, it has an impact on voting in most nations, particularly
India.

Three Determinants

Three factors play a pivotal role in determining the political result of societal divisions:

● The result is determined by the way individuals view themselves. It becomes
extremely challenging to address if people view their identities in ways that are
exclusive and singular.

● It relies on how political figures present the needs and demands of each given
society.



● Requests that don't endanger the interests of another community and fall within the
bounds of the Constitution are simpler to comply with.

● It depends on how the government responds to the various organizations' demands.


