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Syllabus
ANCIENT INDIAN HISTORY

(Subject Code-31)

Unit-1 :

Unit-2 :

Unit-3 :

Unit-4 :

Unit-5 :

Unit-6 :

Sources :

Archeological Sources : Exploration, Excavation, Epigraphy, Numismatics and
Monuments

Literary Sources :

Indian- Vedas, Upnishads, Epics, Jain and Buddhist texts, Puranas, Sanskrit literature
Harshcharit, Vikramankdevacharit, Rajataragini

Foreign literature : Greek, Chinese, Arabic and Tibbetan Accounts.

Introduction to Archeology

Definition of archaeology, aims, scope, history and development

Relationship of archaeology with social and natural science

Methods of explorations and excavations

Chronology and dating methods

Chronometric methods : Radiocarbon“'*, Potassium Argon, Dentrochronology
Palaeomagnetic dating.

Pre history and Proto-history

Prehistoric beginning : Geological and Cultural dimensions of humans.

Main stages of Human evolution

Cultural background- Evolution of Stone implements and development of lithic
technologies

Palaeolithic age (Lower, Middle and Upper palaeolithic age)

Prehistoric art in the Indian Context : Antiquity, Significance and distribution
Mesolithic age — Features tool types, Cave-art.

Neolithic age- Features, toot-types, Chalcolithic age, copper, Hoard, Wares — Painted
Grey Ware (P.G.W.), Northern Black Polished ware (N.B.P.)

Saraswat-Sindhu Civilization

Origin, expansion, date of decline

Main Excavated Sites : Harapper, Mohanjodora, Kalibanga, Lothal, Surkotala,
Rakhigadhi, Dhaulavira, Banawali, Rangapur

The Co-existence of Vedic and Indus civilization

Vedic- Religion, Philosophy and rituals

Beginning of Historical period

Great Janapadas- Republic and State, Beginning of the urban Centres. Origin and
Development of Magadh. Circulation of the coins.

Beginning of Jainism and Buddhism, Royal Patronage, Contribution of Jainism and
Buddhuism in State Formation.

Persian and Greek invasion and impact.

Mauryan and Post Mauryan Age

Establishment of Mauryan Empire, Chandragupta Maurya — Administration and the
extension of the empire. Ashoka’s Dhamma- Form, the content of the Inscriptions and
environmental awareness.
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Unit-7 :

Unit-8 :

Unit-9 :

Unit-10

Kautilya and his Arthshastra. Architecture and Sculture of the Mauryan periods Shunga.
Kanva. Indo-Greek, Kushanan, Political and Cultural History (Art, Architecture
Economy and Inscriptions)

Gupta and Post Gupta periods

Political History of the Guptas

Cultural Histories — Coins, Inscription

Sculpture Temples

Gupta- Vakataka Relation, Chinese Travellers

The Political, Social and cultural history of the later Gupta
Pushybhuti dynesty- Harsha Vardhan : Political and Cultural History.

Deccan and South India

Kharvela, Satavahana, Sangam Age : Culture, Administration Economy and Social
System

Chalukyas, Rashtrakutas, Pratihara, Chedi, Chaulukyan, Cher, Pandya, Pal and Sen :
Political and Cultural History.

Pallava and Chola- Sculpture and Temples

Mahmood Ghaznavi, invasion of Muhammed Ghauri.

Early Medieval Period

Social and Cultural condition, Indian feudalism, Caste System, Position of Women.
Education and Education Centres : Nalanda; Valabhi, Vikramshila.

Development of Vaishnavism and Shaivism Alvara and Nayanar Saints
Shankaracharya- Vedanta, Ramanuja, Philosophy and Religion Buddhism Tantric
Influence Religion

Temples and Matthas Institution, Land (Agrahar) Grant, Out side Relation — Sri Lanka,
South East Asia- and China, Trade, Trade Routers, Coins, Temple and Sculpture

: History- Research Methodology
What is History ?
History writing — Different disciplines
History & Value
Oriental /Western and Nationalist approaches
Field of Research
Regional Research
Research Methodology
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