
CBSE Class 6 Social Science History Notes Chapter 5: This chapter highlights how these
kingdoms were organized, focusing on the administration, governance and daily life within these
early states. It provides insights into the development of political institutions, the system of
governance, and the significance of these early republics in shaping India's historical landscape.

The chapter also discusses the differences between monarchies and republics, giving students
an understanding of how power and authority were exercised in different forms of governance in
ancient times.
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How Some Men Became Rulers

Around 3000 years ago, the way leaders or rajas were chosen began to change significantly.
One important method for a man to establish himself as a raja was by performing grand rituals
or sacrifices, such as the Ashvamedha, or horse sacrifice. In this ritual, a horse was allowed to
roam freely under the protection of the raja’s men. If the horse entered another raja’s territory
and that raja did not stop it, it was seen as a sign of submission, acknowledging the power of
the raja who performed the ritual. If other rajas did challenge the horse, a conflict would ensue.

Those who accepted the horse's passage were then invited to the grand sacrifice ceremony.
The raja who successfully conducted this ritual was recognized as highly powerful, and other
rajas would bring gifts to honor him. This method showcased the raja’s strength and influence,
establishing his dominance among other rulers.

Janapadas

The term janapada refers to the region where a jana (community) established itself and settled.
As some rajas performed significant sacrifices, they were recognized as rulers of these larger
territories, called janapadas, rather than just janas. Archaeological excavations have uncovered
several important settlements within these janapadas, including Purana Qila in Delhi,
Hastinapura near Meerut, and Atranjikhera near Etah.

In these settlements, people lived in huts and raised cattle along with other animals. They
practiced agriculture, cultivating a range of crops such as rice, wheat, barley, pulses, sugarcane,
sesame, and mustard. They created earthen pots and one notable type of pottery from these
sites is called Painted Grey Ware, characterized by its distinctive decoration and design.

Mahajanapadas

Around 2500 years ago, certain janapadas evolved into more prominent and powerful regions
known as mahajanapadas. These mahajanapadas often had capital cities, many of which were
fortified with large walls made of wood, brick, or stone. The construction of these fortifications
served several purposes:

1. Protection: The walls provided defense against potential attacks from rival kings and
other external threats.

2. Demonstration of Power: Rulers used impressive fortifications to showcase their
wealth and strength to both their subjects and neighboring states.

3. Control: Fortified cities allowed kings to manage and control the land and people within
more effectively.

4. Planning and Resources: Building such extensive walls required careful planning and
significant resources, reflecting the advanced administrative capabilities of the time.



During this period, new rajas began to maintain standing armies. These soldiers were paid
regular salaries and were kept in service throughout the year, marking a shift toward more
organized and professional military structures.

Taxes and Changes in Agriculture

To support their extensive fortifications and large armies, rulers of the mahajanapadas
implemented a system of regular taxation to gather resources. The taxes collected varied based
on occupation and production:

1. Crop Taxes: Since most people were farmers, a significant portion of their produce was
taxed. Typically, this tax amounted to one-sixth of the total crop yield and was referred to
as bhaga or "a share."

2. Craftsmen's Taxes: Those involved in crafts or trade were often taxed in the form of
labor or goods.

3. Herders' Taxes: Those who raised animals were required to pay taxes through animal
products or the animals themselves.

4. Trade Taxes: Goods bought and sold in trade also attracted taxes.
5. Forest Produce Taxes: Hunters and gatherers contributed to the state by providing

forest resources as tax.

During this period, significant advancements in agriculture occurred:

1. Iron Ploughshares: The introduction of iron ploughshares allowed for the cultivation of
heavier, clayey soils, leading to increased agricultural productivity.

2. Paddy Transplantation: Instead of sowing seeds directly, people began transplanting
paddy. This involved growing saplings in a nursery before transferring them to the fields,
which improved crop yields.

A Closer Look: Magadha and Vajji

Magadha emerged as the most prominent mahajanapada around 2000 years ago, becoming a
major power in ancient India. The region's strategic location, enriched by the Ganga and Son
rivers, offered several advantages:

● Transport: The rivers facilitated the movement of goods and people.
● Water Supplies: They ensured a reliable source of water for daily needs and

agriculture.
● Fertile Land: The river plains contributed to the productivity of the land, supporting

extensive agriculture.

Magadha's forests provided resources for constructing houses, carts, and chariots. The
presence of iron ore mines allowed for the production of durable tools and weapons, boosting
the region's military and economic strength.



Magadha was ruled by two influential kings, Bimbisara and Ajatasattu, who expanded their
territory aggressively. The capital initially was Rajagriha (modern-day Rajgir), but it was later
moved to Pataliputra (now Patna), reflecting the evolving political landscape of the region.

Vajji, with its capital at Vaishali (in present-day Bihar), had a different system of governance
known as a gana or sangha. In this system:

● Multiple Rulers: Instead of a single ruler, many leaders, each called a raja, shared
power.

● Collective Decision-Making: The rajas conducted rituals together and made decisions
through assemblies. Discussions and debates were crucial in determining policies and
actions.

This decentralized form of governance allowed for a more collaborative approach to ruling and
managing the affairs of Vajji.
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1. Why did forts become an important part of Mahajanapadas?

Ans: Forts were very important in the Mahajanapadas for several reasons. They helped keep
cities safe from attacks by enemies. If a king had a fortified city, it was easier for him to control
the land and the people living there. Some kings built impressive, tall walls to show off their
power and wealth. The forts also made it easier for kings to protect their territory and
demonstrate their strength.

2. How are today’s elections to choose rulers different from the elections that took place
in Janapadas around 3000 years ago?

Ans: Today’s elections are very different from those in the Janapadas 3000 years ago. Now,
people get to vote for their leaders, and everyone has the right to choose who they want.
Leaders are elected by popular vote. Back then, becoming a ruler was different. To be
recognized as a raja, a person had to perform a special ritual called Ashwamedha Yajna, where
a horse was let loose to show their power and strength.

3. Explain the different types of Varnas.

Ans: Varnas were categories used to classify people based on their work and role in society.
There were four main types:

● Brahmins (Priests): These were respected people who studied and taught religious
texts called the Vedas.

● Kshatriyas (Warriors): These were the people who fought wars and protected the
community.



● Vaishyas (Traders): These people were farmers, herders, and traders who helped with
the economy.

● Sudras (Servants): These were the people who worked for the other three Varnas and
did not have the same rights or access to education.

4. What were taxes? Explain.

Ans: Taxes were a way for the rulers to collect resources and money. Here are some types of
taxes:

● Crop Taxes: Farmers had to give one-sixth of their crops to the king. This was called
bhaga or share.

● Labour Taxes: People had to work for the king for one day each month, no matter their
job, like blacksmiths or weavers.

● Trading Taxes: Taxes were also collected on goods bought or sold.

5. Explain the Magadha Mahajanapada.

Ans: Magadha became the most important Mahajanapada in about 200 years. It had important
rivers like the Ganga and Son, which helped with transportation, water supply, and making the
land fertile for farming. Magadha also had forests that provided wood for building and elephants
for the army. The region had iron ore mines for making strong tools and weapons. This made
Magadha very powerful and influential.
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Simplified Understanding of Historical Concepts: The notes break down complex historical
events and concepts into simple language, making it easier for students to grasp the evolution
of early kingdoms and republics.

Clarity on Key Developments: By focusing on the rise of Mahajanapadas, the role of forts and
taxation systems, the notes help students understand the significant changes in governance
and societal organization during ancient times.

Preparation for Exam Questions: The structured content helps in preparation for exam
questions related to the formation and significance of Mahajanapadas, the role of forts and
changes in agriculture and taxation.

Enhanced Retention of Information: By summarizing key points and highlighting important
aspects of early kingdoms and republics, the notes improve retention and recall, which is
beneficial for answering exam questions accurately.



Foundation for Further Learning: Understanding the basics of ancient political and social
structures lays a strong foundation for more advanced studies in history, helping students
connect past events to later historical developments.
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