Test 2

B WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The charts below show the main reasons for study among students of
different age groups and the amount of support they received from
employers.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.
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Writing

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:

In some countries young people are encouraged to work or travel for a
vear between finishing high school and starting umiversity studies.

Discuss the advantages and disadvantages for young people who decide to
do this.

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge
or experience,

Write at least 250 words.
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Model une sample answers for Writing taskys

TEST 2, WRITING TASK 1

SAMPLE ANSWER
This is an answer wrilten by a candidate who achieved a Band 8 score. Here is the examiner’s
comment:

This answer summarises the key features of both charts and integrates them well. Clear trends
are identified and supported with appropriately-selected figures, The answer could only be
impraved by adding an introduction 1o the general topic of the charts.

Tha information is well organised, with a clearly-signalled progression. Linking words are
used accurately and precisely, although there is occasional omission. Paragraphing is used well
Initially, but lapses in the later section.

A very good range of vocabulary is used to convey the information concisely and accurately
with only occasicnal inappropriacy. Words are used precisely and there are no errors in spelling

or word form.
A wide range of siructures is used and maost sentences in this answer are accurate. Errors

are rare and do not affect communication in this answer.

The first graph shows that fhere is a gradua! decrease in
sfudy for career reasons with age. Nearly 80k of studenfs
under X6 vyears, study for their career This percenfage
gradually declines by 10-10% every decade. OUnly 40f of
tO-49yr olds and 184 of over ¢9yr olds are sfudying for career
reasons in lafe adulthood.

Conversely, the first graph also shows fhat study stemming
from inferest increases wsith age. There are only 10% of under
Lbyr olds studying oul of interest. The percenfage increases
slovly fill the beginning of fhe fourth decade, and increases
dramatically in late adulthood . Nearly same number of 40-49yr
olds study for career und interest However 705 of over &S9yr
olds study for interest in comparison fo 18 sfudying for career
reasons in fhaf age group.

The second graph shows that employer support is maximum
(approximately 60%) for The under 1byr students. It drops
rapidly fo 3L up fo the third decade of life, and fnen
increases in lafe adulthood up o about #4% It is unclear
whether employer suppert 1s only for career-focused study, bul
fhe nhignest level is for those studenls o mainly sludy for
CATEEr purposes.
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Model and sample answers for Writing tasks

TEST 2, WRITING TASK 2

MODEL ANSWER

This model has been prepared by an examiner as an example of a very good answer. However, please
note that this is just one example out of many possible approaches.

It is quite common these days for young people in many coun_triag_i’_@;hm%:_i
from studying after graduating from high school. The trend is not restricted to rich.
students who have the money to travel, but is also evident among poorer students
who choose to work and become economically independent for a period of time.

The reasons for this trend may invalve the recognition that a young adult who
passes directly from school to university is rather restricted in terms of general
knowledge and experience of the world. By contrast, those who have spent some
time earning a living or travelling to other places, have a broader view of life and
betier personal resources to draw on. They tend to be more independent, which is
a very important factor in academic study and research. as well as giving them an
advantage in terms of coping with the challenges of student life.

However, there are certainly dangers in taking time off at that important age. Young
adults may end up never returning to their studies or finding it difficult to readapt to
an academic environment. They may think that i is better to continue in a particular
job, or to do something completely different from a university course. But averall,

I think this is less likely today, when academic qualifications are essential for getting
a reasonable career.

My view is that young people should be encouraged to broaden their horizons. That
is the best way for them to get a clear perspective of what they are hoping to do
with their lives and why. Students with such a perspective are usually the most
effective and motivated ones and taking a year off may be the best way to gain this.
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