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International

IUCN Red List update: Invasive species and
illegal trade push reptiles and cacti closer to
extinction

About News :-
+ Due to a 50% decrease in population since
2010, the Ibiza wall lizard (Podarcis

pityusensis) has moved from "Near

Threatened” to "Endangered” on the
International Union for Conservation of
Nature's  (IUCN) Red List of Threatened
Species.

+ Theintroduction of the horseshoe whip snake
(Hemorrhois hippocrepis) into its range is
thought to be the cause of the population
decrease.

Key Points =

+ The Balearic Islands' Ibiza and Formentera
islands, as well as the nearby rocky islets in
Spain, are home to the Ibiza wall lizard.

+» Itis mostly found in locations with vegetation,
such as gardens and farmed land close to
human settlement. It can also be found in
rocky places, particularly those along the
shore where the elevation ranges from sea
level to 475 meters above sea level.

Loss of Additional Reptiles:

The reptiles of the Canary Islands have

undergone the following transitions, per the [UCN

Red List:

% The status of the enormous lizard of Gran
Canaria (Gallotia stehlini) has changed from
Least Concern to Critically Endangered.
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% The status of the Gran Canaria skink
(Chalcides sexlineatus) has changed from
Least Concern to Endangered.

0
0.0

Since 1998, the population of this unique
reptile species has decreased by more than
50%, and these creatures are preyed upon by
the invasive California kingsnake
(Lampropeltis californiae), which was

brought into the state.

0
0.0

In the Canary Islands, the status of the huge

lizard known as Gallotia bravoana, or La

Gomera, has improved from Critically

Endangered to Endangered.

Threats to Ornamental Cacti:-

+ The illegal trade is a major threat to 82% of
Ornamental Cacti (Copiapoa Cacti, which are
native to Chile's Atacama coastal desert), up
from 55% in 2013. This information was
provided by the IUCN.

% Asignificant danger is the illegal trade, which
is fueled by the demand in Europe and Asia
for ornamental cactus.

« The hydration required for these slow-
growing plants to reproduce is threatened by
changes in oceanic fog.

+ The protective dusty bloom and grey tone of
stolen Copiapoa set them apart from plants
cultivated in greenhouses; in comparison,
cacti grown in greenhouses are greener.

+ Growing Copiapoa in greenhouses may offer

to the global market.
National
India generated 125 million

jobs between FY14 and FY23,

a sustainable substitute for supplying cactus
says SBI Report
About News :-

« In contrast to the 29 million employment
created between FY04 and FY14, India
created 125 million jobs between FY14
(2013-14) and FY23 (2022-23), according to
data from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
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provided to the Economic Research
Department (ERD) of the State Bank of India
(SBD).

+ Therefore, compared to the previous decadal
period of FY04-FY14, jobs added over FY14-
23 are 4.3 times larger.

«  When agriculture is taken out of the
equation, the total number of employment
created in the manufacturing and services
sector rises by 33%, from 66 million in FY04-
FY14 to 89 million in FY14-23.

Principal Results of the Study :-

+ According to the research, the total number
of jobs held by Micro, Small, and Medium-
Sized Enterprises (MSMEs) registered with
the Government of India (Gol)'s Ministry of
MSME has surpassed 200 million, pointing to
a strong expansion in the MSME sector.

+¢ According to the study, as of July 4, 2024,
there were around 47 million MSMEs
registered on the Udyam portal, reporting
202 million jobs, of which 23.2 million were
employed by informal micro firms exempt
from the Goods and Services Tax (GST). This
is a 66% increase from the 121 million jobs
recorded in July 2023.

+ The Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) KLEMS
(Capital K, Labour L, Energy E, Material M,
and Services S) data, which was most
recently provided on July 8, 2024, was
compared with data from the Employees'
Provident Fund Organization (EPFO).

« It was discovered that the percentage of
EPFO employment, which are mostly low-
paying positions, had decreased from an
average of 51% during the course of the five
fiscal years FY19-FY23 to 28% in FY24.

« The noteworthy decrease in the proportion
of EPFO employment suggests an increase in
the availability of higher-paying positions in
the economy.

% The RBI's KLEMS data indicated that India's
overall labor force is 597 million, which is
nearly equal to the 568 million reported in
the Annual Survey of Unicorporated Sector
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Enterprises (ASUSE) 2022-2023, according
to the study.

+ The RBI study emphasized that, in FY24, the
nation added 4.7 million jobs—more than
twice as many as in FY23 and the largest
amount in four decades.

About State Bank of India (SBI):-
+ Founded in- 1st July 1955

R/

+ Headquarters- Mumbai, Maharashtra

R/

«» Chairman- Dinesh Kumar Khara

R/

+ Tagline-The Banker to Every Indian

Economic

PNB introduces Safety Ring mechanism to
enhance security for internet, mobile banking
users

About News :-

In response to the rising amount of cyber thefts,
Punjab National Bank (PNB), the top Public
Sector Bank (PSB) in India, has implemented a
new security feature called "Safety Ring" within
its Internet Banking System (IBS) and Mobile
Banking System (MBS).

Key Points Safety Ring Mechanism :-

« Term Deposits (TDs) can have daily
established by

customers using the optional Safety Ring

transaction limitations

system. This allows TDs to be closed online or
to have an overdraft facility up to the
specified limit amount.

« It offers more protection to lessen losses due
to unauthorized access.

¢ The combined digital channels limit for
closing the TD or getting an overdraft on it
will be the customer-specified limit.

« Customers can use IBS/MBS online or in
branches to establish the Safety Ring limit.

« The limit can only be canceled through
branches in order to guard against fraudulent
online cancellations.
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++» The new feature ensures that TD cannot be
closed, withdrawn, or used to take out loans
(overdrafts) that exceed the amount that the
consumer has designated.

About Punjab National Bank (PNB):-

Established :- May 19, 1894

Headquarters - New Delhi, Delhi

MD & CEO :- Atul Kumar Goel
Tagline - 'The Name You Can Bank Upon'
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Appointment
Rajat Sharma Elected as NBDA President

About News :-

+ The News Broadcasters & Digital Association
(NBDA)  has unanimously chosen Rajat
Sharma, the esteemed Chairman and Editor-
in-Chief of India TV, to the position of
President. This is a huge development for the
Indian media landscape.

+ At the NBDA board meeting on July 9, 2024,
a historic decision was reached that will
open a new chapter in the organization's
history.

Key Points :-

« With nearly all of India's main news
networks included, NBDA is the largest
association of digital media and news
broadcasters in the nation.

+ Rajat Sharma has a great reputation in the
journalism industry and a plethora of
expertise that he brings to his new position.

+» Sharma has been a well-known personality
in Indian media for many years as the
Chairman and Editor-in-Chief of India TV.

¢ Many view his election to the NBDA
presidency as a logical next step, considering
his wealth
awareness of the prospects and problems

of experience and acute

confronting the news broadcasting sector.
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About Broadcasters
Association :-
« Founded :- 3 July 2007

< Head Office :- New Delhi

News & Digital

Defence

DRDO sanctions seven new projects to the

private sector under Technology

Development Fund scheme

About News :-

% Providing impetus to Aatmanirbharta,
Defence  Research &  Development

Organisation (DRDO) has awarded seven
industries under the
Technology Development Fund scheme for

new projects to

various requirements of the Armed Forces
and aerospace & defence sectors.

< These project sanctions are a testimony to
the continuing endeavour of DRDO in
nurturing Industries, especially MSMEs &
start-ups, in defence and aerospace domains.

+ The development -of  these
technologies will strengthen the military

indigenous

industrial ecosystem.
The details of the sanctioned projects are given
below :-
1. Indigenous Scenario and
Simulation Toolkit

Sensor

The project involves development of an
indigenous toolkit for simulator training of
pilots in realistic scenarios. This will help in
full mission planning and large force
engagement. The project has been awarded to
start-up, Oxygen 2 Innovation Pvt Ltd, Noida.
2. Underwater Launched Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle
The project relates to a versatile marine
battlefield accessories which can be deployed
in multiple combat roles. The objective is
Intelligence, Surveillance and
Reconnaissance (ISR) and Maritime Domain
Awareness (MDA). The project has been
awarded to Sagar Defence Engineering Pvt

Ltd Pune.
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Long-range Remotely Operated Vehicles for
Detection & Neutralisation

The vehicles are dual-use systems that will
enable detection, classification, localisation &
neutralisation of underwater objects while
keeping the key assets away from the
suspected operational area. The project has
been awarded to a start-up, IROV
Technologies Pvt Limited, Kochi.
Development of Ice Detection Sensor for
Aircraft

The project aims to develop detecting icing
condition inflight, caused by super cooled
water droplets that freezes after their impact
against the aircraft external surfaces and is
utilised by the aircraft for turning on the
aircraft Anti-icing mechanism. It has been
awarded to Craftlogic Labs Pvt Ltd,
Bengaluru.

Development of Radar Signal Processor
with Active Antenna Array Simulator

The project will enable deployment of
multiple target system for test and evaluation
of multiple short range aerial weapon system.
It serves as the basic building block for larger
radar systems. The project has been
sanctioned to Data Pattern (India) Limited,
Chennai.

Development of Indian Regional Navigation
Satellite System-based Timing Acquisition &
Dissemination System

The project has been sanctioned to Accord
Software & Systems Pvt Ltd, Bengaluru. It
aims to enable indigenisation of timing
acquisition and dissemination system, use of
Indian Constellation for acquiring time &
development of customised and flexible
timing system as per range requirements.
Development of Graphene Based Smart &
E-textiles for Multifunctional Wearable
Applications

The start-up, Alohatech Private Limited,
Coimbatore has been sanctioned the project.
It will develop a conductive yarn and fabric-
making

processes using graphene
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nanomaterials and conductive inks. The
outcome will be advanced nanocomposite
materials-based E-textiles utilising the
inherent advantages for practical clothing
applications.

About DRDO :-
Defence
Organisation

+ Formed :- 1958

+ Headquarters :- New Delhi

Research and Development

« Chairman :- Sameer V. Kamat

Science & Technology

Nasa's James Webb Telescope Captures
'‘Bejeweled’ Einstein Ring

Bejeweled'

About News :-

% The James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) of
NASA has produced an amazing image of an
Einstein ring, or "bejeweled" halo of light
produced by a quasar.

« RX J1131-1231 is a quasar in the
constellation Crater that is roughly 6 billion
light-years away from Earth.

< The Einstein ring is a product of a process
known as gravitational lensing.

« Itis distinguished by a bright loop with four
bright spots.

Key Points :-

«  When light from a far-off object, such a
quasar, passes through space-time that has
been bent by the gravity of another huge
object that is positioned in between the
observer and the far-off object, it is known as
gravitational lensing. Because of this
curvature, light bends around the
intervening object and appears as a ring.

+ The quasar RX J1131-1231, which is a
supermassive black hole at the center of a
young galaxy, emits powerful energy jets as
it consumes enormous amounts of matter.
The light from this quasar is being lensed by
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a nearby unnamed galaxy, visible as a blue
dot in the center of the luminous ring.

« The lensing effect not only magnifies our
view of the quasar but also duplicates its
light, resulting in the four bright spots seen
in the image. According to the European
Space Agency (ESA), these bright spots are
actually mirror images of a single bright spot,
created by the lensing effect.

% The concept of gravitational lensing was first
predicted by Albert Einstein in his theory of
general relativity in 1915.

+ Although the light in this JWST image does
not form a perfect circle, the ring shape
remains an intriguing and valuable tool for
astronomers.

Award

Indian Victimology Expert K. Chockalingam,
selected for.Hans von*Hentig Award by World
Society of Victimology

About News :-

+ The prestigious Hans von Hentig prize has
been selected for retired professor K.
Chockalingam of Tamil Nadu, India, in
appreciation of his substantial contributions
to the field of victimology.

+ This award underscores the significance of
Indian scholarship on crime victims and
their encounters with the criminal justice
system on a global scale.

About Professor K. Chockalingam :-

% Renowned Tamil Nadu
academic Professor K.

Chockalingam has devoted

his professional life to

victimology research and
development. His study has
made a substantial contribution to our
knowledge of victim rights, victim support
networks, and the wider social ramifications

of victimization.
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In his professional life, Professor

Chockalingam has:

+ worked as a victimology professor at
prestigious Tamil Nadu universities.

+ carried out in-depth studies on a range of

victimology-related topics.

0
0.0

published a large number of academic books

and articles in the topic

+ participated in national and international
policy talks on victims' rights

About The Hans von Hentig Award :-

+ The prominent German criminologist Hans
von Hentig, who made important advances
to victimology in the middle of the 20th
century, is honored with the Hans von Hentig
prize.

« As one of the greatest accolades in

victimology and criminal justice studies, this

prize is highly regarded.

Miscellaneous

The world's largest Ramayan temple in Bihar

enters its second phase of construction

+«+ Inthe Bihar district of East Champaran, work
on the second phase of the "world's largest
Ramayan temple" has just started.

¢ The three-story temple's construction,
which will occupy 3.76 lakh square feet,
started in June 2023 and is anticipated to be
finished in 2025.

Key Points :-

< Compared to the Ram Mandir at Ayodhya,
the Viraat Ramayan Mandir will be three
times bigger.

< Builtatan estimated cost of Rs 500 crore, the
arghya (sanctum sanctorum) would house a
33-foot-tall Shivling.

< In the temple complex, there will be twenty-
two sanctum sanctorum dedicated to various
deities.
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+ The building up to the plinth level, which is
approximately 26 feet above ground level,
will be the focus of the second phase.

+¢ The third stage will see the completion of the
temple's overall finishing touches as well as
the construction of the shikhars (spires).

« There will be 12 shikhars in all at the temple,
the tallest of which is the main shikhar at 270
feet.

+» The Meenakshi Sundareswarar temple in
Madurai, the Ramanathaswamy temple in
Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu, and Angkor Wat
in Cambodia are the architectural

inspirations for this temple.

Obituary

Historian Rafat Qureshi, an expert on
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar (Aurangabad’s)
dies at 78

About News :-

Eminenthistorian and Urdu writer Rafat Qureshi,

who hailed from Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar

(formerly Aurangabad), died on Friday in Canada

at the age of 78 after prolonged illness

Key Paints :-

+ Qureshi wrote extensively on the history of
Aurangabad and its heritage monuments,
including a travelogue titled
‘Mulk-E Khude Tangneest’ that
contained vital information on
Ajanta and Ellora Caves and the
Quile-e-Arc built by Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb.

« Aurangabad Nama, a book he co-wrote with
his art historian wife Dulari Qureshi, was
published recently.

« An international writer who writes
prolifically in Urdu

+« Dr. Rafat Qureshi's name is famous as a writer
of history and prose.

+ Qureshi has a deep study of art and culture
and as a journalist he successfully ran a
magazine called 'Art and Glamour' for four

years.
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Important Days

Govt declares 'Samvidhaan Hatya Diwas' on

June 25

About News :-

< The government has declared June 25 to be
"Samvidhaan Hatya Diwas" each year.

Indira Gandhi
declared a national emergency on this day in
1975.

¢ Union Home Minister Amit Shah stated on
Friday, July 12,2024, on social media that the
move is meant to pay tribute to the millions

%+ Former Prime Minister

of people who battled to bring democracy
back while being persecuted for no apparent
reason by a repressive administration.

PW Web/App: https://smart.link/7wwosivoicgd4
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