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Physics Wallah's NCERT Solutions for Class 7 Social Science Geography Chapter 7, titled
"Human Environment - Settlement, Transport, and Communication,” explores human
settlements, transportation, and communication, emphasizing their interconnectedness
and significance in shaping societies.

NCERT Solutions for Class 7 Social Science Geography Chapter 7: The NCERT Solutions for
Class 7 Geography Chapter 7, titled "Human Environment - Settlement, Transport, and
Communication,” covers various essential topics. Settlements, whether permanent or
temporary, are locations where people construct their homes. Physics Wallah NCERT
Solutions for Class 7 Geography Chapter 7 helps you to prepare for your exam!
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Overview

You can conveniently download the NCERT Solutions for Class 7 Geography Chapter 7
from the official Physics Wallah website. These solutions, meticulously crafted by experts,
assure complete accuracy.

Should you encounter any uncertainties while engaging with the NCERT solutions for Class
7 Geography Chapter 7, don't hesitate to reach out to the knowledgeable experts for
clarification. Alternatively, you may find it beneficial to refer to the solutions provided for
Class 7 Geography Chapter 7. Additionally, you can also download NCERT Solutions for
Class 7 Maths to aid in your complete syllabus revision.
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Human Environment - Settlement, Transport and Communication

Chapter 7 of Class 7 Social Science Geography, titled "Human Environment - Settlement,
Transport and Communication," covers the following key topics:

Settlements:

1) Types of Settlements:
e Rural Settlements: Characterized by a low population density, predominantly
agricultural activities, and simpler infrastructure.
e Urban Settlements: Marked by higher population density, diverse economic
activities, and advanced infrastructure.



2) Factors Influencing Settlements:
e Physical Factors: Topography, climate, soil fertility.
e Human Factors: Economic activities, social and cultural factors.

3) Services in Urban Areas:

e Educational Services: Schools, colleges, universities.
e Medical Services: Hospitals, clinics.

e Recreational Services: Parks, entertainment centers.
e Commercial Services: Markets, shopping complexes.

4) Life in a Village:
e Agricultural Lifestyle: Mainly engaged in farming.
e Close-Knit Communities: Strong social bonds.
e Traditional Culture: Preserving customs and traditions.

Transport:

1) Importance of Transportation:
e Facilitates the movement of goods and people.
e Enhances economic activities.
e Connects different regions, fostering national integration.

2) Means of Transport:

Roadways: Flexible, accessible, suitable for short distances.

Railways: Efficient for long-distance transportation of goods and passengers.
Waterways: Economical for transporting bulky goods over long distances.

Airways: Rapid and convenient for long-distance travel.

Communication:

1) Importance of Communication:
e Facilitates the exchange of information.
e Strengthens social, economic, and cultural ties.
e Essential for the development of a society.

2) Means of Communication:
e Postal Services: Letters, parcels, and courier services.
e Telecommunication: Telephone, internet.
e Mass Media: Newspapers, radio, television.



These topics delve into the dynamics of human settlements, the significance of
transportation in fostering connectivity and economic activities, and the role of
communication in societal development. The NCERT Solutions for Class 7 Geography
Chapter 7 provide detailed explanations and solutions to exercises, aiding students in
grasping these essential concepts.
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Imp Ques and Ans

1) What are the two main types of settlements?
Answer: The two main types of settlements are rural settlements and urban settlements.

2) How do physical factors influence settlements?

Answer: Physical factors, such as topography, climate, and soil fertility, influence
settlements by affecting the suitability of an area for human habitation and economic
activities.

3) Name two services commonly found in urban areas.
Answer: Educational services (schools, colleges, universities) and medical services
(hospitals, clinics).

4) What role does transportation play in economic activities?
Answer: Transportation facilitates the movement of goods and people, enhancing
economic activities by ensuring the efficient exchange of resources and products.

5) Differentiate between roadways and railways as means of transport.

Answer: Roadways are flexible, suitable for short distances, and accessible. Railways are
efficient for long-distance transportation of goods and passengers, providing a
cost-effective and faster mode.

6) Why is communication important for the development of a society?
Answer: Communication is essential for the exchange of information, strengthening social,
economic, and cultural ties. It plays a crucial role in the overall development of a society.

7) List two means of mass media communication.
Answer: Newspapers, radio, and television are examples of mass media communication.

8) How does the postal service contribute to communication?
Answer: The postal service facilitates communication by enabling the sending of letters,
parcels, and couriers, connecting people across different regions.



9) Explain the significance of waterways in transportation.

Answer: Waterways are economical for transporting bulky goods over long distances.
They provide a cost-effective and efficient mode of transportation, especially for heavy
cargo.

10) Name one human factor influencing the location of settlements.
Answer: Economic activities, such as agriculture, industry, and trade, influence the location
of settlements.

11) How do cultural factors influence the pattern of settlements?

Answer: Cultural factors, including traditions, customs, and religious practices, influence
settlement patterns by determining the layout of buildings, architecture, and the overall
organization of the community.

12) Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of air transport.

Answer:

Advantages: Air transport is fast, suitable for long distances, and connects remote areas. It
is crucial for international trade and passenger travel.

Disadvantages: It is expensive, has limited carrying capacity for bulky goods, and is
influenced by weather conditions.

13) Explain the role of railways in the industrial development of a region.

Answer: Railways play a vital role in industrial development by facilitating the
transportation of raw materials and finished goods. They connect industrial centers,
promoting economic growth.

14) What is the significance of urbanization in modern society?

Answer: Urbanization is the process of the increasing proportion of people living in urban
areas. It signifies societal and economic development, offering better opportunities,
services, and infrastructure.
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Short Answer Questions:

1) What are the major types of settlements?
e Answer: The major types of settlements are rural and urban.



2) Name two modes of land transport.
e Answer: Two modes of land transport are roadways and railways.

3) Why is air transport considered important?
e Answer: Air transport is considered important due to its speed, suitability for
long distances, and ability to connect remote areas.

4) Define urbanization.
e Answer: Urbanization is the process of an increasing proportion of people
living in urban areas, leading to the growth of cities.

5) Mention any two means of mass communication.
e Answer: Two means of mass communication are newspapers and television.

Long Answer Questions:

1) Explain the factors influencing the location of rural settlements.

e Answer: The location of rural settlements is influenced by factors such as
availability of water, fertility of soil, presence of natural resources, and
proximity to transportation routes. These factors determine the suitability of
an area for agriculture, which is a primary occupation in rural settlements.

2) Discuss the impact of industrialization on urbanization.

e Answer: Industrialization has a significant impact on urbanization. The
establishment of industries attracts people from rural areas to urban centers
in search of employment opportunities. This migration leads to the growth of
cities and the development of urban infrastructure.

3) Compare and contrast road transport and water transport.
e Answer:

e Road Transport: It is suitable for short distances, flexible, and
accessible. However, it has limitations in terms of carrying capacity
and speed.

e \Water Transport: It is suitable for long distances, has a high carrying
capacity, and is cost-effective. However, it may be limited in terms of
accessibility to certain areas.

4) Examine the role of communication in promoting cultural exchange.
e Answer: Communication plays a crucial role in promoting cultural exchange
by facilitating the sharing of ideas, beliefs, and traditions. Mass media,



including the internet, television, and print, contribute to a global exchange
of cultural information, fostering mutual understanding.

5) Evaluate the environmental impact of urbanization.

e Answer: Urbanization has environmental impacts such as increased
pollution, deforestation, and the heat island effect. The expansion of cities
often leads to the loss of green cover and disruption of natural ecosystems,
affecting biodiversity.

6) Describe the characteristics of rural settlements.

e Answer: Rural settlements are characterized by a lower population density,
predominantly agricultural activities, close-knit communities, and a slower
pace of life. These settlements are often located in proximity to farmlands
and natural resources.

7) Explain the significance of railways in transportation.

e Answer: Railways are significant in transportation due to their efficiency in
carrying large quantities of goods and passengers over long distances. They
contribute to economic development by connecting different regions and
facilitating trade.

8) Discuss the role of technology in shaping modern urbanization.

e Answer: Technology plays a crucial role in modern urbanization by
influencing urban planning, infrastructure development, and smart city
initiatives. It contributes to the creation of smart buildings, efficient
transportation systems, and digital communication networks.

9) Explore the challenges faced by rural settlements in the modern era.
e Answer: Modern challenges faced by rural settlements include depopulation
due to migration to urban areas, limited access to education and healthcare

facilities, and the impact of climate change on agriculture.

10) Evaluate the impact of communication technology on global connectivity.

e Answer: Communication technology, such as the internet and social media,
has greatly enhanced global connectivity by enabling real-time
communication and information exchange. It has facilitated cross-cultural
interactions and the sharing of diverse perspectives.

11) Examine the role of water transport in international trade.
e Answer: Water transport plays a crucial role in international trade by
providing a cost-effective and efficient means of transporting goods



between countries. Ports and shipping routes serve as vital components of
the global trade network.

12) Discuss the concept of sustainable urban development.

e Answer: Sustainable urban development focuses on creating cities that meet
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs. It involves environmentally friendly
practices, resource efficiency, and social inclusivity.

13) Explore the impact of settlement patterns on regional development.

e Answer: Settlement patterns influence regional development by determining
the distribution of resources, economic activities, and infrastructure.
Concentration of settlements in certain regions can lead to regional
imbalances in development.

14) Explain the role of mass media in shaping public opinion.

e Answer: Mass media, including newspapers, television, and radio, plays a
significant role in shaping public opinion by disseminating information,
influencing perceptions, and providing a platform for public discourse. It
contributes to the formation of collective attitudes and beliefs.
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Exercise Questions

1) Settlements are located near water sources.

Answer: Settlements are often located near water sources because water is essential for
various human activities, including drinking, agriculture, and industrial processes.
Proximity to water sources ensures a sustainable supply of water for the daily needs of the
people in the settlement.

2) Road transport is preferred for short distances.

Answer: Road transport is preferred for short distances because it offers flexibility,
accessibility, and door-to-door connectivity. Roads are well-suited for transporting goods
and passengers over shorter distances efficiently and economically.

3) Air transport is considered the fastest.

Answer: Air transport is considered the fastest mode of transportation due to the high
speed of airplanes. Air travel allows people and goods to cover large distances in a
relatively short time, making it the preferred choice for urgent and long-distance travel.

4) Mass media is called a powerful tool.



Answer: Mass media is called a powerful tool because it has the ability to reach a large
audience simultaneously. Through mediums like television, radio, and newspapers, mass
media influences public opinion, shapes cultural norms, and disseminates information on a
massive scale.

5) Railway transport is eco-friendly.

Answer: Railway transport is considered eco-friendly because it produces lower
emissions compared to certain other modes of transportation, such as automobiles and
airplanes. Trains are energy-efficient and can transport large quantities of goods and
passengers with relatively lower environmental impact.

6) Answer the following questions briefly.

(i) What is the importance of settlements?

Answer: Settlements are important as they provide a place for people to live and engage in
various activities. They serve as centers for social interaction, economic activities, and
cultural exchange.

(i) How does air transport facilitate international trade?
Answer: Air transport facilitates international trade by providing a quick and efficient
means of transporting goods between countries. It reduces transit times, allows for timely
deliveries, and supports the global movement of goods.

(iii) What is the role of communication in our daily lives?

Answer: Communication plays a crucial role in our daily lives by enabling the exchange of
information, ideas, and emotions. It fosters social connections, facilitates collaboration,
and ensures effective interaction in personal and professional spheres.

(iv) Why are roadways important for rural areas?

Answer: Roadways are important for rural areas as they enhance connectivity, enable the
transportation of agricultural produce, provide access to healthcare and educational
facilities, and contribute to overall rural development.

(v) How does mass media contribute to public awareness?

Answer: Mass media contributes to public awareness by disseminating information on
various issues, events, and developments. It educates the public, shapes opinions, and
creates awareness about social, political, and cultural issues.

(vi) Explain the role of waterways in transportation.

Answer: Waterways play a crucial role in transportation by providing a cost-effective and
environmentally friendly mode for moving goods. Rivers, canals, and seas serve as natural
routes for transporting bulk commodities over long distances.

7. Distinguish between urban and rural settlements.



Urban Settlements:
e Urban settlements are characterized by high population density.
e Economic activities are diverse, including manufacturing, trade, and
services.
e Infrastructure is well-developed with amenities like schools, hospitals, and
shopping complexes.
e Housing is often in the form of closely built multistory buildings.
Rural Settlements:
e Rural settlements have lower population density.
e Economic activities are predominantly agriculture-based, with some
craftwork and trading.
Infrastructure may be less developed, with basic amenities.
Housing is often in the form of scattered houses with more open spaces.

8. Discuss the role of railways in the economic development of a country.
Railways play a pivotal role in the economic development of a country in the following

ways:

Efficient Transportation: Railways offer a cost-effective and efficient means of
transporting goods and passengers over long distances. They can carry large
volumes of goods, contributing to the movement of raw materials and finished
products.

Connectivity: Railways connect different regions and facilitate the movement of
goods and people, promoting national integration and economic cohesion.

Trade and Commerce: Railways support trade and commerce by providing a
reliable mode of transportation for goods. They enable businesses to transport
goods to markets and ports, boosting economic activities.

Employment Generation: The railway sector creates employment opportunities in
various areas, including maintenance, operations, and administration. It contributes
to job creation and economic stability.

Industrial Growth: Railways facilitate the transportation of raw materials to
industries and the distribution of finished products. This promotes industrial growth
and supports the overall economic development of a country.

Energy Efficiency: Rail transport is relatively energy-efficient compared to certain
other modes, contributing to sustainable and eco-friendly transportation.

Overall, the development and expansion of railway networks play a crucial role in
enhancing the economic well-being of a nation.
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Summary

The seventh chapter of the NCERT Geography book for Class 7, titled "Human Environment
- Settlement, Transport and Communication,” provides an in-depth exploration of the
various aspects related to human settlements, transportation, and communication. Here is
a detailed summary of the key topics covered in this chapter:

1. Settlements:
e Definition: A settlement refers to a place where people build their homes and
engage in various activities.
e Types of Settlements: Settlements can be categorized into two main types -
permanent and temporary. Permanent settlements include villages, towns, and
cities, while temporary settlements may include camps or nomadic setups.

2. Modes of Transportation:

e Roadways: The chapter discusses the importance of road transport for
short-distance travel, connecting remote areas, and facilitating the movement of
goods and people.

e Railways: The merits of railways, such as the efficient transportation of heavy goods
over long distances and cost-effectiveness, are highlighted.

e Waterways: The significance of water transport, including rivers, canals, and seas,
in facilitating the movement of goods is explained.

e Airways: The fastest mode of transport, air travel, is explored, emphasizing its role
in international trade and long-distance travel.

3. Communication:
e Definition: Communication is described as the process of conveying messages to
others.
e Means of Communication: The chapter introduces various means of
communication, including telephones, mobile phones, the internet, newspapers,
radio, and television.



e Mass Media: Mass media is explained as a powerful tool for communicating with
the masses, encompassing newspapers, radio, and television.

4. Importance of Settlements:
e Settlements are crucial as they provide a habitat for people to live, fostering social
interactions and cultural exchange.
e They serve as centers for economic activities, including agriculture, fishing, crafts,
and trade.

5. Role of Railways in Economic Development:
e Railways play a pivotal role in economic development by offering efficient and
cost-effective transportation of goods and passengers.
e They contribute to national integration, connect different regions, and support trade
and commerce.

6. Urban and Rural Settlements:
e Urban settlements are characterized by high population density, diverse economic
activities, well-developed infrastructure, and closely built multistory buildings.
e Rural settlements have lower population density, predominantly agriculture-based
activities, basic infrastructure, and scattered houses with more open spaces.

Chapter 7 of the NCERT GCeography book for Class 7 provides a comprehensive
understanding of human settlements, transportation, and communication. It emphasizes
the interconnectedness of these elements in shaping the human environment and
contributing to the overall development of societies.
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FAQs

Q1: What is a settlement?

Answer: A settlement is a place where people build their homes and engage in various
activities. It can be permanent, like villages, towns, and cities, or temporary, such as
camps.

Q2: What are the four means of transport discussed in Chapter 7?
Answer: The four means of transport discussed are roadways, railways, waterways, and
airways.

Q3: Why are railways considered a significant mode of transport?
Answer: Railways are considered significant due to their ability to transport heavy goods
over long distances efficiently. They are also a cost-effective means of transportation.



Q4: What is communication?

Answer: Communication is the process of conveying messages to others. It includes
various means such as telephones, mobile phones, the internet, newspapers, radio, and
television.

Q5: What is the role of settlements in economic activities?
Answer: Settlements serve as centers for economic activities, including agriculture, fishing,
crafts, and trade. They play a crucial role in fostering economic development.



